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No. 50/2014/F. No. 14-270/2010/TSM,/PF-II
Guidelines for Scuba Diving Gentres %
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands

INTRODYGTION

Welcome to one of the world's best kept secrets - the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
Long shrouded in mystery and legend - the Islands have now started to emerge on the
independent traveler's list of must see places in the world. These Islands in the Bay of
Bengal are a rare gift of nature. The group of Islands / islets, spread over an area of
8249 Sq. Kms., with ‘tropical rain forest and beautiful unexplored beaches are graded
excellent by many résearchérs. Besides creeks, rich flora and fauna, marine life and
under water corals, provide a dreain destination for the tourists, especially Scuba Divers.

The crystal clear waters arid the abundant marine life has attrac¢ted divers from all
over the world and has made “Andamans” as one of the best emerging divé destinations
in the world. Diving in Andamans is a unique lifetime experience.. The coastal water
surrounding these islands is the abode of one of the richest cotal reef eco-systems in the
world. The undamaged/unexplored coral-reefs and underwater marine life Have
encouraged: National as well as International divers to include Andamans in their
itinerary. T -

The Andaman and Nicobar Administration has identified various Dive Sites in
these Islands. To promote and regulate the activities of Scuba Diving Centres in these
Islands, an effort-hes been made to formulate consolidated guidelines for regulation of
SCUBA (Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus) diving activities by the

Directorate of Tourism, A & N Administration. The procedure for Registration of Scuba

Diving Centres has been explained in this booklet which also contains - information
issued by different departments of Andaman & Nicobar Administration and Ministries of
Govt. of India. These guidelines are based on guidelines ‘of Nationial Instituute of Water
Sports, Goa and Maldives Recreational Diving Regulation, 2003 -and their contribution is
gratefully acknowledged. = - ’ . R
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1. Objective:

¢ To establish an open, transparent and safe i‘i'éltﬂfé%vo;'k for ___dex}elopment of S3uba Diving -

¢

& &

activities in A&N Islands, - T L

To establish a simple éyétcui fcﬁf r’eg'istration'of Scuba Diving Centres/ opezmxs‘ in these
Islands and provide them consolidated. information on guidelines issued by various
Departments of Andaman and Nicobar Admiinistiation and Ministries of Govt. &lndia.

To ensure that diving is done only in permissible areas in order to protect themarine eco-
systems.and prevent damage to co. 5 ! .

To encourage self regulation through an Association of Dive Centres.

To facilitate development of standerds for Scuba Diving in India by eswblishing a
Recreational Scuba Training Council under the aegis of Bureau of Indian Stamerds,

e e

2. Procedure for Rag!s;r_afion of Scuba Diving Centre

To facilitate' Scuba Diving Centres, Andaman and Nicobar . Administratios will grant

Registration to Scuba Diving Centres to undertake diving activities in these islands #maccordance
with the following procedure: : :

1

" The firm/ operator shall give details of their office and +rently employed smprified dive

ifi.

iv,

vi,

The firm/operator, desiring to operate a Scuba Diving Centre in the Islands sall submit
three sets of filled-up application forms in the prescribed format (Annexuredi§, alongwith

-the prescribed application fee of Rs.5,000/- in the form of demand draft /gy order in

favour of ‘Sr. Accounts Officer (IPT), to the Director {Tourism), Andaman % Nicobar
Administration, Port Blair, Pin Code-744101, (Andaman Island) India, Tele-fa#%0. 03192-
230933, before the commencement of the Dive Centre. f

instructor, in the prescribed application form. Changes in staff members #®% allowable
without intimation to the registering authority as long as at least one pre-rummed certified
dive instructor remains on the rolls. The firm/operator shall also submit ta sstes to be
charged for diving activities, and any substantial increase in prices, above @ overall,
should be informed to the authorities in writing and alongwith submission & & new rate
card. Discounts on printed rates are at the discretion of the Dive Centre, )

Foreign Divers/ operators shall obtain Restricted Area Permit (RAP} from ﬁ#?ureigner's
Registration Office, Port Blair or from Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of I and shall

enclose a copy of the application for the permit made to FRRO/MHA, or copia permit so . -
granted (if available) together with copy of the employment visa/ business v slongwith

the application form. The details of the areas open for foreigners are at Annem&»ﬂll

The seaworthiness certificate and /or other survey report/certificates in rewpect of dive

boat, issued by MMD /Deputy Commissioner/ Director of Fisheries (as_tha;%{uf%m may be)

shall be enclosed with the application form.

The Certificate of Regidtration of Scuba Diving Centre will be issued by Dnﬂ;m‘ {Tourism)
normally within 30 days. The Director Tourism, shall enter the name and panmeagiars of the
Scuba Diving Centre/operator in the register maintained for the purpose ant sl issue a

certificate to the Scuba Diving Centre /operator, unless the registration is refgmesd. Reasons

for rejection shall be indicated as applicable.

The registration granted to Scuba Diving Centres owned by the foreigners, will e valid for
the period they have been granted Restricted Area Permit, while the Registration geented to
Scuba Diving Centres in case of the Indian nationals and Indian registered waies that
are substantially owned by Indian Nationals, will be valid for three years. re

Rs. 5000/- shall be payable ahnually, A ; '

-The Scuba Diving Centre/operator may apply '.fo:‘renewal with tﬁf; prescﬁhﬁéﬁmaﬁon

fee, by giving @ simple ap; jication on plain paper, enclosing a copy of thﬁ% zxifcate of
Registration issued by the gi-i:eétoi‘&t@:uof Tourism, .and enclosing details furnighest sith the
original application, duly ugdated: The Aapplication for renewal must be. made$ifi fisgs prior
to expiry of the registrition. ‘Bbanckes of those dive shops who have already sasmlished
their base in the Islands will be allowed to be set up under intimation to the Jiesrate of
Tourism. 2 1z : ; : N B

Al

=

-

¢




&

iv.

ix,

3

8pecial conditions at each dive site prior to dive.

Dive Centres should put buoys preferably red in colour in the diving area. Dive Centres *

must be aware of any changes to the dive plan of the dive boat and divers, -

-Dive Centre owners will be required to ensure that the Dive Centre has a third party

insurance policy for a minimum amount of Rs.10 Lakhs per person, and also that its Dive
Instructors have a Specific dive insurance policy for scuba diving industry professionals
through an aceredited Insurance Agency. ' 15 '

. The Dive Centre/operator will be required to bear any ccst to.be‘incurred in case of any

rescue or medication ‘during emergency, if such rescue work is necessitated as a result of
negligence on the part of the Dive Centre/ operator. : ey

The Dive Centre may be inspected'byany authorized officer(s) from the Directorate of
Tourism or any other official authorized by Law. .

3.2 Dive Centre Requirements

ii.

iv.

a&. Searching methods in case of missing divers.
b, Providing first aid care, '
C. Transport to the next appropriate medical facility.
d. Reporting to appropriate authorities (Police, Coast Guard, Health Department and
Directorate of Tourism],
Dive Centre staff must be familiar with the Emergency Action Plan, and should be able to
act appropriately. - ' ‘

: Dive Centre must haﬁe a base leader, and safety staff member, who is responsible for the

Dive Centre and is available all the time.

Dive Centre must have adequate equipment spare parts etc.

Dive Centre must have ini:dica_l first aid, and specified wireless commu.n.icgt.ion (walkie-
talkie) / or any other effective communication system to facilitate communication between
base station (Dive Centre) and identified sites for diving. -

- The Dive Centre must have on its staff at least ome * Dive Instructor”, who is certified by

any of the following agencies :- e - A
a) Professional Association of Diving Instructors ({PADI)
b) Confederation Mondiale Deg Activities Sub_aquatiqucs (CMAS)
¢} National Association of Under Water Instructors (NAUT)
d)  British Sub-Aqua Club (BSAC) _
€)  Scuba Schools International (SSI)

¢

.. Dive Centers must have a list of all dive services and courses conducted by them with the

rate list, prominently displayed at all dive centre premises.
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3.3 Dive Centre Equipment

i. Dive Centre must provide well -maintained dive equipment, with pure Oxygen and Zn'nust

have an Emergency Action Plan, :

i, Dive Centre should have a minimum of six diving sets which includes tank, regulator with
pressure gauge, depth meter and dive watch .or deco- computer, mask, snorkel,.fins,
buoyancy compensating jacket, quick release weight belt and alternate air source,

iii. Buoyancy Compensator Devices (BCD) must be approved for recreational diving by the
manufacturer and must have a low pressure inflator. The BCD must be maintained
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. A B

iv. Reguldators must be approved for recreational diving by the manufacturer and must be
maintained according to the marufacturer’s instructions.

v. Dive Centre must provide alternate air source, depth & air gauge or air tming devices as
standard rental equipment. : -

vi. Dive Centre must possess a certificate of pressure testing from an authorized testing
centre every three years, or as per rules of the Govt. of India, regarding high pressure
cylinders. This inspection must be entered in a maintenance of log book alongwith the
cylinder number, Tanks are.not allowed to be used twelve years aiter the date of
manufacturing.,

vii. The Dive Centre must use only specified compressor oil. Air purifying filter must be
changed as per guidelines of the compressor manufacturer and filter changes enter in the
compressor’ log book alongwith the number of cylinders filled durizg this period. The
centre must also obtain a certificate from an authorized agency like the National Institute
of Water Sports stating the quality of output of Air Compressors, every six months.

3.4 Recognised Diver Training Agencies ;: Minimum Certification requireinent
i aticipate in diving is an entry

i The minimum certification level for divers wishing to =
level certification from a recognized agency.

i, Other diver training agency's entry level certificates must have as performance:

requirements for open water training dives encompassing the lmowiedge and skills as
outlined in the entry level performance requirement.
di. A diver is required to submit proof of his /her training by means of & diving certificate
and to submit proof of his/her diving experience by means of a log bonk
A diver who cannot submit an entry level or higher certification must be considered a
trainee and may only participate in training dives according to the standards of the
training programs as sponsored by the recognized diver training age—cies, until certified
as an entry level diver. ' ;
A diver who cannot submit proof of his/her dive experience by mueans .of a log ‘t?ook
must demonstrate to the dive instructor that he/ she has mastered the skill as specified

in para 3.11.

3.5 Supervision of Diving activities

1 All diving activities must be supervised by Dive Centre staff either direstiy or indirectly. If a
Centre, will be subject to appropriate action as deemed fit by the govesmment authorities.

In order to function as Dive Centre staff a person must meet 20 the pre—requigétes as
mentioned at para 3.13, recognized qualification for Dive Centre sta® g

Prior to' a dive, a dive briefing has to be given to the divers by the Dive Cenire _staff-. iz :
For all diving activities a dive roster must be kept stating the divers dive tims; meximum
depth and remaining tank pressure after dive. e

For independent land based diving activities'a Dive Centre staff member is required to-note
the time the divers enter and exit the water. ‘ i

Dive rosters are to be kept by the Dive Centre staff for reference for e authoxj_zefi officers of
the Directorate of Tourism, or any othér person authorized by the Law, for a'period not less
than one year. _ : 1 ¢ s Ry
Certified divers may dive with another certified diver without the immmediate supervision 91' a
dive master when environmental conditions are similar to the cond®Sons in which the diver
has been trained, or proof of experience of diving in more dem=w¥ng conditions can be
demonstrated by entries in their log books.

Certified divers,-who do not have the skill or experience necessary o safely a—nd. cpmfortal_:riy
dive in__giyg:n_@nvimnmqn,t_al”cgnditiogs, must dive under the immexiars supervision of Dive
Centre staff. - (Rt :

i

Dive Centre staff is found to be negligent in supervision, the Dive Centre staff and Dive .

R iR s i

e A A et e
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L.

i

3.8 Equipments for Divers and Instructorg

During ali Trecreational diving activities, diver must be equipped with:- -

L Mask, snorkel, fins, : '

i.  Regulator with submersible pressure gauge; and Alternative Air Source, or surplus
air supply. ‘ . . . 7 -

. Adequate Buoyancy Compensator Device {(BCD) according to Customers’ weight, with
oral and low pressure inflator,

iv. Air Gauge or Air Time ang Depth Measuring Device. :

V. The usé of dive computers ig highly recommended for all divers, _

Vi, Emergency signaling device comprising inflatable surface ballcon and whistie,

vii, A bééimb light, underwater torch and ﬁight signaling device, with every diver in

iX. A small vessel to follow and assist divers.

The dive boat drivers must hold a appropriate boat handling certiﬁr{aﬁon as per the‘Iv
Act, MS Act or Marine Fishing Regulation as the cage may be. The dive boat must carry
a persen who holds a valid Life Saving Techniques (LST) certificate from NIWS (validity
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il. The Dive Boat must carry the following :- '

‘Dive Flag {as illustrated in Annexure-Xi}, = .

;)‘lars, wherever such boat is capable of independent’ propulsion by oars,
ares. ; : t

First Aid Kit. |

Walkie-Talkie or alternate communication device,

Medical Oxygen set.

Life jackets and buoys.

Moo o

. The. Boat should anchor at designated points only, marked by floating buoys in Marine
National Park wherever they are installed. Where such buoys are not yet installed, the
boat crew should take ail precautions to avoid any damage to coral reefs by faulty
anchorage, : ' '

iv. Boats, surveyed by MMD/ Engineer and Ship Surveyor and registered under M.S./I.V.
Act (as the case may be ) or registered by Figheries Department, for Game Fishing shall £
only be allowed for scuba diving. The vessel has to be Registered as follows:- .

a, Vessels which ply in iﬁland waters have to be registered under IV Act with Deputy
Commissioner being the registering authority. : :

b. For‘__aé‘r_l;l Sea Going Vessels beyond IV waters, the vessels have to be registered with
MMD “tunder various clauses as per MS Act and/or as per Guidelines issued by e

A ety e o R

Director General, Shipping, Govt. of India or with Fisheries Department for Game o

: Fishing. b
v.;.,,“__For opera._tion in Protected Areas, these boats should have the permission of Chief ,i‘
‘Wildlife Warden., ey

. vi, Dive Boats are the responsibility of the Dive Centre and the crew. The Dive Boats must
-, have at least a crew of three including Dive Instructe— and must be dedicated to the
safety of the divers and support the divers at all times.

vii. The Dive Boats should have sufficient fuel to make pre-arranged dive trips and any
- - changes thereto. :

viil. In casé weather condition deteriorates while divers are under water, the crew must be

- proficient in recalling methods.

ix. The Dive Centre staff is responsible for the provision of a spare tank, spare diving
equipment, first aid, oxygen kit, dive flag and a boat ladder that allows for a comfortable
exit from the water.

An Operational Search Light must be onboard, in all night dives involving dive boats.
xi. The Dive Boat must have inscribed the name of the boat, diving centre and registration

number.

3.10 Safety Considerations _
i. Dive Centre must have Emérgency Action Plan, specifying action to be initiated _by the

members of the dive team and the support staff in the event of emergencies.

i, The Dive Centre staff must brief the divers prior to every dive. The brief must include
information about safety regulations, depth limits, dive site characteristics, currents, .
entry and exit techniques, environmental considerations and potential hazards.

~ {ii. The use of Buoyancy Control Device (BCD), is mandatory for all diving activities.

iv. Except for short and shallow dives, after all dives a safety stop must be made for atleast
3 minutes at 5 meters. Divers must commence their safety stop with a tank pressure
not less than 50 bars. A safety stop at 5 meters for 5 minutes is recommended for all

dives deeper than 9 meters. 3 _

v. Solitary Diving is not allowed under any circumstances. i §

vi. For practical reasons the term diving is used to describe recreational diving only.
Commercial or navy divers and . other occupational divers must adhere to these
guidelines when participating in recreational diving activities. _ :

vil. Familiarization sessions with the oxygen equipment must be provided at the Dive Centre

; for all dive staff and this training session must be held annually. i :

viii. The Dive Centre/operator muist abide by the guidelines for safe operations mentioned in

these guidelines. . oy ' —

ix. Only registered scuba dive operators will be permitted to dive/take tourists for.cl_lvmg in
the areas permitted on the fulfilment 'of the guidelines/terms and conditions as
specified herein. B j

%, Model Emergency Action Plan is at Annexure-1.

¥
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Orientation Dive R .

i, If & diver is certified as an entry level diver or above, but cannot show proof of atleast 30

dives, and /or has not been iving in thé last '3 months, the diver is required to make an
orientation dive. : R TS

An orientation dive is not a Test, but is a dive. in shallow ‘waterunder quiet controlled
circumstances, where the diver is given the oppertunity to regain confidence in his/her skills,
including but not limited to : mask clearing, regulator recovery, nguiral buoyancy, asgents,

descents and alternate air source breathing, i

8.12 Regquirements in respect to !n'z'mihe Tax, Ci:stmhs and Servicé Tax et'r:; B e

L

i,

iv,
v,

vi.

Income Tax Clearance Certificate together with PAN details should {be <submitted to the
‘Administration for registration /renewal of registration. e
All imported equipment should be under the cover of customs duty paid- receipt.
In case of any T.B.R.E. (Tourist Baggage Re-Export Rule) item, the Scuba Diversmust have
necessary endorsement on their passport of the list of equipment. :
Foreign scuba divers cannot sell their equipment in India which are under T.B,R.E.
In case of any defaults in respect of T.B.R.E. (re-exports) they are.liable to pay duty at
applicable rates with fine at the"fime of departure to their destinations, .|
All customs checks will be conducted at the time of entry and exit! o _

' Service Tax laws and

Dive Centres must comply with Employees Provident Fund (EPF) and
proof of compliance/registration under EPF and Service Tax' should be submitted to the
Director (Tourism) for initial Tegistration/renewal of registratien, -,

- SiEw
¥

3.13 Recognized gualification for Dive Centre staff

i.

ii.

iv.

At least one Dive Centre staff should be dive instructor “eertified by any of the following
internationally recognized agency .

A) PADI ) ;o "
B} CMAS \

C) NAUI

D} BSAC : 3

E) SSI

All training and certification of divers is to be done exclugively by instructors who may be
assisted by Assistant Instructors and or Dive Master and he sHould strictly adhere to all the
standards that apply to the dive training programme. ' D i

In order to function as a Base Leader or Assistant Base: Ieader, an individual must have
undergone an emergency first responder course. Lise v ot 3 '

The Dive Cenire staff who are engaged in leading dives must be familiar with and also
properly trained in extending First Aid treatment. ;

3.14 Envirenment Protection

1.

ii.

iii,

iv.

Proper care should be taken to protect the marine environment, its associated living
orgenisms and their habitat. Divers should be briefed by the dive instructors on responsible
behavior, and avoid damage to the corals and physical contact with marine life/animals.
Scuba Divers shall not cause any damage to marine flora and fauna.
-Collection of corals, marine flora, fauna and other sea wealth is strictly prohibited and any
violation of this will attract penal action under Section 29 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, :

There should not be any disposal of sewage or garbage in the reef areas. Divers should also
not use chemicals, explosives, or any other substance, which may cause injury to marine
life /wildlife or destroy its habitat.

The provisions, rules and regulations covering National Parks and Sanctuaries under
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and as prevailing in the islands should be adhered’ to.
Provisions regarding grant of entry permit and activities prohibited under Wildlife
(Protection) Act is at Annexure-V. ot ‘ , _
Anchoring of dive boats will not be permitted within 50 mts. from the shore of the islands
coming under Marine National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary except with prior permission from
the concerned DFO. No landing will be permitted on North Cinque Island and other .xs!an«_:is
coming under the Marine National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary. The fees for entry in Wildlife
Sanctuary/ N ational Park shall be paid as per existing fee structure (placed on Annexure-l_y).

3.15 Refusal / Cancellation of Registration - ‘

i.

ii.

application, a Deficiency Memo will be issued for'fulfilling the required conditions, ,© .
The registration will be cancelled if the Scuba‘Dive Centre/operator cedases to operate, or
violates any of the guidelines stated above.

If any deficiency is found in the application and documents submitted to'getherl with tll'z_e

9]¢
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4.5 Diver Qualification

following qualifications and experience remains on surface during diving operations :-
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4. Diving Guidelines : - R
It is essential to “PLAN YOUR DIVE aND DIVE YOUR PLAN". Dive Centre must be
any changes to the dive plan of the dive boats and divers. ml#: b aware of

4.2 Weather Checks | ' .

4.3 Low zisk conditions

&. Maximuru depth of dive sites does not exceed 20 meters. ; ‘ e
b. Swell and /or wave height does not exceed 0.5 meters. : el
. Current is nil to slight (diver can swim apaj st it with minimum exertion). '
d. Underwater visibility is greater than 4 meters.
e. Dive starts and ends in full day light.

4.4 Prohibited dives
1. Decompression dives,
2. Dives deeper than 30 meters.
3. Dives less than 24 hours before flying ( a pressurized aircraft)
4. Dives in restricted / no dive areas refer Annexure-VIII,

&. A diver must present following doduments to the Dive Centre :-

i. Dive Certification Card from a recognized agency that allows the person to dive without
supervision. ' i

ii. Logbook validating open water'diving_ experience of at least 900 minutes, excluding
fraining dives.

iii, Medical Certificate dated within 12 months of diving or = If declaration stating that the
person is fit to scuba dive, ; ; o

iv. Completed Diver Registration Form at the Dive Centre. e Y

v. An orientation dive may be required for persons who have not dived within the last 3
months. The Dive Centre may impose restrictions on a divers’ activities-on the basis of

his/her logged experience.

4.6 Dive Tables and Com uters :
i.  Use of dive tables and dive computers are highly recommended for all divers.
ii. Dive tables must be available at the dive base for divers to work out their dives

manually, '

4.7 Diving from Boats .
For all dives away from the Dive Centre, it is recommended that g person with the

i . A boat driving /captains license from the concerned authority, with significant

... . experience.

i, Dive Centre staff with adequate knowledge of the dive location or other person

: approved by base leader.

ii. First Aid Certificate. '

iv, Oxygen resuscitation and therapy certificate of PADI/ recognized, oxygen provider
: course. ‘

4.8 Damage due to Anchoring ,

Dive boats are not allowed to anchor .on dive sites.
especially corals and even sea grass beds. If anchoring is re
deamage by anchoring in sandy areas or using mooring buaoys. ‘
4.9 Diving for Commercial Fist and Marine Research N

under these guidelines.

- Diving for marine resources and marine research are not covered : [these guideline:
Permission should be obtained from the concerned Government authorities befo;'e engaging in

such activities, 3 . . _ e e
4.10 Diving Wrecks and Hunderwater Artefacts . T s
‘1) It is important for diving that whenever wreck is'discovered it should be only observed but
should not be touched- so that no damage is done to the underwater wreckage, This rule

also applies to any-separate object discovered underwater.
procedure is'to mark the spot

2) Whenever any underwater object is discovered, the correct _
and report to the Director (Tourism) or Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife),

Andaman & Nicobar Administration.

Boat anchors destroy fish habitats
quired for any reason, prevent reef




) 1) Dive Instructor : The dive instructor in-Charge of the dive operations. is to assess the
emergency and contact his Dive Centre giving the following information ;

- Nature of emergency: Mechanical failure of boat or engine, injury to personnel etc.
- Approximate location of boat.
- - Type of assistance required : Ambulance, oxygen, doctor, rescue boat etc.

Safety Crew of Dive Centye : After receiving the distress mmessage, the safety crew should
initigte following actions : ;

- Repeat the information received from the dive instructor to confirm that_ he has

e ‘

a) For boat / engine failure :
Organize 1:6 send the rescue boat with appropriate towing equipment.
- Inform the dive boat of the action taken by him.
- Maintain contact.
b} For medical help :
- Confirm that the dive instructor wants to shift patient to ho:ipital.

- Contact staff on duty at Primary Health Centre at Havelock; on Tel. No. 282382, at Neil
Island Tel. No. 282627, and for Wandoor, Tel. No. 287227 specifying requirement of
ambulance/ stretcher/ oxygen/ nurse etc, TN

- If telephone contact with PHC is not estelblished; ‘ifiform police’ oiitpost staff at Havelock,
o1 Tel No. 282405, at Neil Isiand Tel. No. 282602, and for Wandoor Tel. No. 287590 to
help in contacting the medical staff, : : i

- Send messenger to PHC as added precaution.

- Continue to man the wireless set and report progress to dive boat.
} Medical Officer at PHC :
~  Ensure that the am'bulahbe is dﬁspatched to jétty immediately,
- Assess the medical emergency by examining the patient and iniﬁat:lfoﬂow-up.

- If air evacuation to Port Blair is considered' necessary, ‘contact the Director of Health
Services on Tel. No., 233331 or DHS Control Room on Tel. No. 232102, 233473 for fur_ther
action. : - :

- Accompahy the patient till he/ she is handed over to gualified recompression stgff.

G
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Annexure - 1

Concerned De artments and Officers for

Details of the p
emergency or any related information

NS:.. ‘ Name of the Department | N2me & Designation of the Telephone / Fax No.
: ' concerned QOfficers {03192}/ E-mail
1y Police Department i} Superintendent of Police Telephone No. : 232244{0?)
: . (HQ), Port Blair._ Mobile : 9434287533
; Fax No. : 232244
ii} SP (D), South Andaman, Telephone No. : 233077(0)
Port Blair, Mobile : 9434289897
T _ Fax No. 1 233077
iii) SP (North & Middle Telephone No, : 273344(0)
Andaman), Mayabunder. | Mobile : 9434287533
! Fax No. : 273344
| iv) Control Room, Port Blair, | Telephone No. :100
2. Envirénment & Forests The Chief Wildlife Warden, Ph.No. 03 192-233270(0)
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, | Fax No. 03192-233549
Van Sadan, Haddo, E-Mail: pcefwl@and.nic.in
2 g Port Blair -~ 744 102
3. | Directorate of Shipping | The Assistant Director 234299
Services, A&N | (Commercial Wing),
Administration, P/Blair Directorate of Shipping »
: Services, Port Blair,
The Assistant Director 044 — 25226873
(Shipping Services), 044 - 25220841 (Fax)
A&N Administration, ,
No.17, Rajaji Salai,
Opp. Customs House, l
Chennai - 600 001
4. Deputy Commissioner’s | Assistant Commissioner, HQ, | 273208
Office, ., Mayabunder - 273620(Fax)
North & Middle Andaman
A&N Administration,
Mayabunder :
5. Deputy Commissioner | i} Assistant Commissioner 237825(0)
(South Andaman), (HQ) : 245444(Fax)
A&N Administration,
P/Blair ; :
ii} Control Room 238881
. _ 1077
6. | Deputy Commissioner | Deputy Commissioner 265220 .
(Nicobar) (Nicobar), Car Nicobar E-Mail : nde@and nic.in |
Sub-Division
Car Nicobar . Asst.Commissioner (HQ), 265566
. Car Nicobar E-Mail : nde@and nic.in |
Nancowrie Asst.Commissioner, 263222
i : Nancowrie, Kamorta _
Campbell Bay Asst.Commissioner, 264264
Campbell Bay
7. | Mercantile Marine | Dy. Chief Surveyor-cum-Sr. | 232530
Department (DG Shipping, | Dy. Director General
L Bombay), Port Blair (Technical)
8. Directorate ~ of  Health | (i) Director ! 233331
Services, Port Blair (Health Services) _
(ii) Dy. Director (Health) 232797
(iii) G.B. Pant Hospital 233473
(Control Room) -



e .
—-H‘____F_._F_—J—.____*ﬁ_
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INS Dhanvantri, Port Blair Cbntrol '-Room

Port Management Board, [ Harbour Master
Port Blair )

Andaman Nicobar
Command, Port Blair

Commanding Officer ﬁNS

Jarawa)

225062
226092

237804

232646

Coast Guard Port Blair Adhikari (RO

232424 -

Primary Health Centre,
Havelock

Medical Officer (in-charge)

282382

Deputy Superintendent of
Police

282405

Divisional Forest Officer

282366
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- Andaman & Nicobar Administration
Directorate of Tourism
Port Blair

Annem ~T1E

APPLICATION FORM FOR SEEKING REGISTRATION
‘ FOR SCUBA DIVE CENTRE

1. Name & address of the Dive Centre ,

2. Name of the Owner(s) with permianent
address and Telephone No./Mobile
Number/Fax Number, e.mail id and

. PAN Number (in case of Indianj
Following details about Nationality and
Passport No, (in case of foreigners)-

a. Nationality of the owner{s) of
the Scuba Diving Centre :

b. Particulars of Passport - (Number
and Validity)

c. Details of Visa (Type, Number &
Validity)

d. Profession (Specific role in the
operating of Scuba Diving Centre)

e. Period of visit

3. Name and address and contact details

of the Local Agent or Local
 'Representative in Andamans

4. Address of the office in mainland ~
India and Abroad with Telephone /
Fax Mob. / e.mail

5. Website, if any

6. Details about  dive nperatio:n
undertaken by the firm / person in
Andamans in the past with duration of

operation ete.

7. Details of Scuba Diving staff (attach photocopies of qualification) :

) : ‘Pals ort
Designation Name Nationality N:l:. | Qualification

Ref. No.

Dive Instructor

Dive Master

| Others

- Y e 2 2 _._-.: o <

e
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1 "

9. Details of dive equipments and accessories el Iy
| » ——— iampise | ReEIstTation No.j | E
Description : Make Quantity | | Manufacturing o a }g;tgi of
e SN details APy

1. Dive Boat* i nh
B0 s 1 ; ‘
4. Com Dressor _L ‘
> Pirst AidKig | : WD S i

|

10.  Emergency Action Piag (EAP)
{attach copy)

11. Date, Amount and No. of the Demand Draft
enclesed in favour of sr, Accounts Officer,
{(IP&T}, payable gt Port Blair

12. Details of Insurance

13. Rates for the scuba diving activities
(enclosed rate/tariff card) and details of the
services offered with tariff

14.  Details/ type and make of the
communication equipmernts with
details/reference No. ete. of the
pPermission obtained

15. Details of Permit/clearance from Ministry

16. Location of dive base -

17. Dive sites/area proposed for diving
activitiey

18. Details of the registration of the boat to be
used for taking dive tourists

19.  Any other relevant information
. (attach separate sheet, if necessary) 2

Signature of Owner/ Operator of the Dive. Contre
Name and address & - 8 . :
Contact Tel. Number
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Annexure - IV

Andaman & Nicobar Wildlife {Protection) Runles, 2008 (Relevant extract of the Rules)

Every person desiring to enter into & Sanctuary or National Park for Scuba Diving should
obtain permission from the Chief Wildlife Warden, Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

1. Grant of permit to enter in Sanctuary/National Park

() Any pereon whe intends to enter in a. Sanctuary/National Park for toufism including
Beuba Diving shall submit application in Form No. 4 (A) to Chief Wildlife
Warden/Authorized Officer, The application may be submitted to the concerned Deputy

- Conservator of Forests/ Divisional Forest Officer/Assistant Conservator of Forests / Range
Officer, in the areas of their respective jurisdiction. _
{ii} On receipt of an application, Chief Wildlife Warden/ Authorized Oificer may after such
" enquiry as he may deem fit grant or reject the application.

(111} A permit in Form 4 (B) shall be issued by an officer authorized by the Wildlife Warden on
‘payment of prescribed fee specified as under: : ‘ : .

2. (i) Entry Fee in Marine National Parks and other Island Sanctuaries /National Park
(a) Adults (Indians) : Rs.50/- Per Person Per Day

(b) Children (Age Group 5-12 years) : Rs.25/- Per Person Per Day
(c) Foreigners : Rs.500/- Per Person Per Day
(d) Foreign Yacht/Ship/Boat ' ¢ Rs.1000/- Per Vessel Per Day
(e) Indian Boat/Ship : Rs. 500/- Per Vessel Per Day
{i) For other Sanctuary & National Park

(a} Adults (Indians) ‘ : Rs.25/- Per Person Per Day
(b) Children (Age Group 5 — 12 years) : Rs.10/- Per Person Per Day
{c) Foreigners : Rs.250/- Per Person Per Day

{liiy For Scuba Diving
(a) Indians
(b) Foreigners

{iv) In case of Students i .
{a) Indians Rs.5/- {Rupees Five Only Per Head Per Day) .
(b} Foreigners i+ Rs.10/-(Rupees Ten Only Per Head Per Day)

! Rs. 500/~ Per Person Per Day
: Rs. 1000/~ Per Person Per Day

(v} A child below five years shall be exempted from payment of the fee.

(vi) In respect of a vehicle which is : _ ‘

(a) A Light Motor Vehicle such as a Car or Jeep or a Motor Cycle inch;'tding Motor-
Scooter and Cycle with attachment for propelling the same by mechanical power —
Rs. 20/-(Rupees Twenty Only) Per Day. '

(b} A Heé.vj Motor Vehicle such as a Bus or Truck — Rs. 50/-(Rupees Fifty Only} Per
Day. . :

(c) A Cycle and other vehicle manually operated — Rs. 5/ -(Rupees Five Only) Per
vehicle. . ' - . .

(d) A boat permitted for plying for tourism purpose shall pay the following rate :

e A boat carrying less than 10 peérsons ~ Rs.10,000/-(Rupees Ten Thousand

Cnly} Per Annum. . :
A boat carrying between 11-50 persons — Rs, 50,000/-(Rupees Fifty Thousand

Only) Per Annum. e
A boat carrying between 51 and above - Rs. 1,00,000/-(Rupees One Lakh

Only) Per Anniim, . _ _ : ) :
(¢) The fees in respect of above is inclusive of the entrance fee of one driver/rider o
the vehicle and ctew (not exceeding 5 persons} in case 01'~ boats.
() A permit referred above shall be valid for the period specified therein.

-]

i e 2 LR S T R ol A A o i

P s airaseealax

Sy

s



(i} Any officer or servant of the Forest Department on duty or sn officer appointed under
Sub-Section (i) of Section 4 of the Wildlife (P} Act, 1972 may require any person to stop
within the limits of the Sanctuary or National Park, as the case may be or at the entrance
gate, for the purpose - of checking and may- demand for inspecti , the permit granted
under this chapter. Every Person so required to stop, shall stop when cailed upon to do
8o and shall produce the permit for inspection. -

{ilij No person shall be allowed to enter g Sanctuary or a National Park with any weapon or

{iv) No person. shall be allowed to hunt/trap any wild animal/bird in the Sanctuary or
National Park remove therefrom any wild bird, whether alive or dead or any trophy or
meat derived from such animal/bird without a valid special purpose permit. '

(v} No person shall be allowed to set fire to the Sanctuary, or kindle any fire or leave any fire
burning in the sanctuary. ‘ :

{(v) No.person shall be allowed to use in the sanctuary chemicals, explosives or any other
substances which may cause injury to, or endanger, any wildlife in the sanctuary.

4. Cancellation of Permit :
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- ; : ‘ Annexuge =V

Provisions régyding grant of entry permit and activities gmﬁibi;ed under
Wildlife {(Protection) Act '

Any person entering into Sanctuaries / National Parks for Tourism purpose (Scuba Diving}
with valid permit issued by Chief Wildlife Warden [Authorised Officer shall strictly follow the

general conditions governing the issues mentioned in Annexure IV.
Further, no person shall destroy, exploit or remove any wildlife including forest produce,

destroy or damage or divert the habitats of any wild animal by any act whatsoever or divert, stop
or enhance the flow of water into or outside the Sanctuary.

Penalty for violation of Wildlife (Protection) Act :

Any violation of Act shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
three years or with fine which may extend to twenty five thousand rupees or with both,

In case of offence in respect of Wildlife (includes Marine life) listed in Schedule I or Part II of
Schedule I, the penalty is imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than three years but
may extend to seven years and also with fine which shall not be less than ten thousand rupees,

( Corals are listed in Schedule I).

i
&
,}52::‘-
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Annexure -VI-A
e TR ..For?n..ﬂ'o; 4,(A,~ o s s
: (See Rule No. 17 (i) S ik
(Application Form for Grant of Permit under Section 28/ 35(8) of the Act)*
To ' .
Sir,

: SR P R P e ) S S OO s e » Resident of ..c..vvvveveenevvneennnnnnnn, 5
DIESECEL s stsnibvnsssa it smn i tmin: y BEBOE ronvcaiitiisiatnosrmsmiimasirimssass s asdbsatimms apply for following
purpose : - j
1. Investigation or Study of Wildlife and purposes ancillary or incidental thereto.

2.  Photography. .

3.  Scientific Research,

4. Tourism.

5. Transaction of lawful business with person(s) residing in the Sanctuary.

Signature of Applicant :
" Date

“Place :

Acknowledgement Slip

Receipt of the .application filled-by Shri/Smt. ......o.corooevvcvevennnn, presently residing at
............. ssessesinnnee. (Full Address and Telephone No.J ...cocvevereeeeen. in th¢ Office of the
.......... searessensns 18 hereby acknowledged.

Date

Place :

» . Strikeout whichever is not applicable. ] 0
* To be filled-up by applicant and attached with the application form at Annexure-1I.
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: s Annexure Vi-B
FORM No. 4(B)

[Rule 17(i)]

SANCTUARY/NATIONAL PARK ENTRANCE PERMIT
(Not transferable)

Subject to the provisions of the Wildlife (Pi'otcctionl Act, 1972 and the rules made
thereunder, and subject to the conditions hereinafter mentioned, permission is hereby

granied......c..oiiveiiiviiee e and party consisting of :
‘ (Full name and address) :
Serial No, Name Age
(1) (2) {(3)
Ete. for the period of ...... ABYE BOM. .coovvvvvinnis T0emmtionammnnss R (both days inclusive} to enter and
reside in the ,oveeeeeererreennnnn, Senctuary/National Park in the ................... s Forest Division,

for the purpose of —

(i). *Transaction of lawful business
(ii). *Tourism '
{2). Fee paid: . Amount Rs.

{i). For individuals
(ii). For vehicles
(iti). For camera

Total ‘

“h Conditions | ) _
(1) This permit shall not entitle the holder, to hunt and trap any animals/birds without a valid

special purpose permit. ]
{2) The permit holder shall abide by the relevant provisions of the Wildlife (P} Act and the Rules

made thereunder,

Acknowledgement Slip

Receipt of the.applicaﬁon filed by Shri/Smt. ....covvueevrermreereennemmmsnnnnn.n. presently residing at
cssrsenienne (FUll Address and Telephone Number} .......c.c.ceeviiv.e. in the Office of the
..................... is hereby acknowledged. '
Signature of the Recipient
Name:
Date;
5 Place:

»  Strikeout whichever is not applicable.

e

e e

i



Henry Lawrence Island *(Marine National Park)
John Lawrence Islang *(Marine Nationa] Park)
Inglis Island (Sanc

Outram Islang *(Marine Nationa] Park]
Campbell Shoa]

East Coast of South . Andaman Island between North Point agnd
Chidiyatapu with the exception of Ross Island, main channel to the harbour,
Phoenix Bay, Chatham, Haddo/LN. Jetty, FDN-I and Brichgunj,

East and South Coasts of Rutland Island outside the Marine National Park.
Cinque Islang Sanctuary *(Marine National Parkj,

North of North Wandoor and North of Tarmugli Island excluding the Marine
National Park and Lohabarack Sanctuary and shallow open sea areas such as
Allenr Patches *(Marine National Park}. ‘

Long Island

. Avis Island

North Bro_ther (Wildiife Sanctuary)
South Brother (Wildlife Sanctuary)
Sister Island , :
~Jolly Buoy and Reg Skin Island (Marine National Parkj
Narcondum Island ang Barren Island {no landing ashore),
(i) Scuba Diving is allowed in Marine National Park subject to payment of
prescribed fee which js Rs.500/- per person per day in respect of Indian Citizens

and Rs.1000/-per person per day in Tespect of foreigners. Details of the fees
brescribed for the eniry are indicated at Annexure-IV.,

(i) The entry to Marine National Park/Wildlife ‘Sanctuary is subject to prior

(ii) The list of areas open for Scuba Diving will be uz'adated _fro'm time to time and
negative list will also be notified by the Administration periodically,



i} Municipal Area, Port Blair
i)  Havelock Island S
i) Long Island Day & Night visit

iv} Neil Island ' allowed
v} Mayabunder

vi) Diglipur

vii) Rangat

viii) Jolly Buoy 7 :

ix) South Cinque ' Only Day visit
%) Red Skin . allowed

i} Mount Han-iqi_;, and
xii) Madhuban

tribal reserve,

‘i) All  Islands in Mahatma
Gandhi Marine National Park
except Boat, Hobday,
Twin Islands, Tarmugli, Malay
and Pluto (Night halt in these
Islands .subject to special
permission of the UT Admn.)

ilijy Entire Island of South
Andaman, excluding tribal
reserve. |t

iv) Baratang Islands, R

v) . North Passage Island. . - g

vi) Little  Andameans; -Islang -

+ excluding tribal reserve -

Places opened for Day
and Night visits .

B. i) ' Rossisland
ii)  Narcondum Island = 3
iii} Interview Island : Places opened for Day
iv) Brother Island : visit only
v}  Sister Island Tl e i
vi) Barren Island-restricted to
visit on board vessels only
with no landing ashore

s‘t.1bject to the guidelines issued vide this Ministry’s Circular No.15011/ 14/ 91-F.I dated 30.06.92

i} The visiting parties would invariab beaccompamed by a guide nominated:--by~the
\j bar Islands and should, follow. the..code of

Chief Wildlife Werden of And
conduct in the Park arég:
i} Visitors. should:
suitable fing
i) No jetties or

cesé 6f "vidlation “of Natio: Marine Park Code,
BN 1§ ‘Aduiitistration,

upon of off the Islands, No
closures: to serve as. toilets

: ortar shelters for shade should
2y be allowed to be made. :

AT ST g, =10 bt
o e e Tl v ¥

g S
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. iv]  Visit to the Marine Park areas/ ¥o’ be ‘festricted to small boats-or-glass bottom boats. No
oil leakage is to be allowed in the area. : o T WL

V)  Scuba diving and underwater photography is to be permitted in identified az;eas, but no
removal of coral fish or any other item from Marine Park is to be permitted. —M

vi) Restricted Area Permit issued in this regard by any agency would incorporate the words
“subject to restrictions imposed by the Chief.Wildlife ‘Wardet!* Andaman - & "Nicobar

‘Islands.”

vil) -Foreigners visit to the Islands of Mount Harriet and Madhuban would be regulatéd’by the
. Andaman & Nicobar Islands Administration in consultationr 'with the Wildlife
representatives in A&N Islands. 3 & ‘ '

viii} As regards the two Volcanic. Islands, Barren Island and’ Narcoridum Island, foreign
tourists may be allowed to visit Barren Island on board veasels but rio landing ashore. UT ;

Administration would provide.escort to the tourists visiting the Island. For Narcondum
Islands it has been decided that it may be opened to foreign tourists for diving and

unescorted day visits.

ix) No Burmese national will be allowed to visit Mayabunder and Dig]ipur without prior
permission of the Ministry of Home Affairs. / : i

Delegation of Power

4. The authorities competent to issue Restricted Area Permit could continue to be the same as are

at present, namely :-

i) All Indian Missions and Posts abfoad.

ii) F.R.R.OS.
(a) F.R.R.O.
Tel. No.

E-Mail Address

Office Address

(b) F.R.R.O.
Tel. No.

E-Mail Address

Office Address
{c) F.R.R.O,

Tel. No.

E-Mail Address

Office Address

(d) F.R.R.O.
Tel. No.

E-Mail Address

Office Address

Shri Ajay Chaudhry '
(011) 26711348 (Telefax)

boihg@mba.nic.in ;
frrodelhi@hotmail.com - -z
frrodli@nic.in ‘ "
East Block-VIII, Level-II, o =
Sector-1, R.K.Puram, : - _ S

- New Delhi~ 110 066. - = .. .. i g By €

Shri B.K. Talukdar R L
(033) 22470549 (Office) =~ -~ ** "+
(033) 22470549 {Fax) '
frrokol@nic.in

237, Acharya Jagdish

Chandra Bose Road,

Kolkata - 700 020

Shri Avi Prakash’
(044) 2345490 (Office)
(044) 2345491 (Fax)
frrochn@nic.in
chiochn@nic.in
Shastri Bhawan, 26,
Haddows Road,
Chennai - 600 006

Shri Rajvardhan
(022) 22620446 (Office)
(022) 22620721 (Fax)

decpsb2.frro@indiatimes.com
3+ Floor, Special Branch Bldg,,
Badruddin Tayabji Lane,
Behind St. Xaviers Col_lege,
Mumbai - 400 001

iii} Chief Immigration Officer, Madras.

* iv) Immigration Officer, Port Blair.

Duzation of Stay

5.- It has further been decided that the foreign tourists may be permi!:tegn té) visit é?% ia":gg;f_
places in accordance with the conditions imposed. The total period of stay in aman :
Islands shall be for a maximum period of 30 days extendgble by 15 days.

5[t
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To ensure that the required permit from Immnigration authorities hag been obtained and
Restricted Area Permit (RAP) siipulations/Guidelines &8 mentioned at Annexure- VIIT are
Tollowed, ' ‘ : 3 ‘ _

To ensure that ay the details/ information required for registration of Scubg Diving Centre
is submitted, ) ; i i '

To ensure to carry valid travel documents like Passport and appropriate vigg,

To vigit the Permitited areag only.. ' ' :

To ensure  that necessary fees/ charges gag Prescribed by different departments/

To ensure that the requisite Permit from the Ministry of Home Affairs , Govt, of India (in

case of foreigners) and registration from the Director of Toutism, Andamasn and Nicobar

To dispose off the garbage at proper places/ dustbins.

- To protect the marine florg and fauna.

Do nof enter the island without required permit,
Do not enter restricted /tribg}] areas, .

Do not enter National Park/Forest Area without Permission,
Do not dive in the areas other than the Permitted.

Do not collect/dead cora] of touch/break live coral,

Do not litter garbage, -

Do not cook or light fire in the forest area,

Do not carry plastic bags. i

Foreigners should adhere to Do’ at Serga Number 1, 3, 6 besides others,
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B} Elphinstone Harbour : All waters enclosed on the North by a paralie] of latitude of 12 g5«
n between long 92+% 56+ 36% € by a line from duft point to colebroke and then along thig
southern shores of colebroke and then to capmart, . .. =

C} Mayabunder : All waters enclosed on the east by a line from Cadel point to Dimpson point
and on the South by a line from Aveg Island to Nichelipoint on the south islands.

D) Kamoria -

() Expedition Harbour : aAn waters Eastward of g line from the vace point to the satellite
point, 3 )

(i} Nanco Harbour : Al waters enclosed on the East by a line from the Naval point and
on the west by g line. : :

(i), From thereof point to a point in Lat 7% 8* 30" ang Longitude 93* 29* 42°E.
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.Dive Fla

White

Bhue .

Length of Flag: 750 nun
Width of Flag: 600 mum

- Annexure-XI
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Foreign Scuba Dive operators shall enclose copy of
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India. 8 e B i s o e
Foreign Scuba- Dive operators shall enclose copy.of the passport indicating address, date
of issue , expiry, visa details etc. Aol e Ly =

Indian Scuba Dive Centre /operator shall enclose a copy of the Income Tax Clearance
Certificate and PAN Card. : ,
A demand draft/pay order of Rs. 5,000/~ in favour of 8r. Accounts Officer (IPT), payable at
Port Blair. : '

Copy of the Certificate issued to the Certified Dive Instructor, by the internationally

the Restricted"Area Permit granted by

. recognized agencies as indicated in Section 3.13 of these Guidelines.

Copy of the qualifications, in respect of Dive Master and other Scuba Diving Staff.
Copy of the qualification in respect of support staff. :

Copy of the Registration Certificate and Survey Report in respect of the Dive Boat.
Copy of the Emergency Action Plan drawn. - '

Copy of the customs duty paid receipt in case of imported equipments.

In case of TBRE, copy of endorsement on passport.

By order and in the name of the Hon’ble Lt.Governor, A&N Islands.

8d./-
Director {Tourismy}

MGPPB—54 | Gazette /;agifswmmmcqp;gﬁ:aﬁ;




